Q&A (ver. 2026/6/25)
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Question 1: According to the rulebook, the cross beams supporting the floorboards must be
placed 200 mm away from the center of the span on each side. Does this mean the distance
between the inside faces of the beams is 400 mm, or the distance from center-to-center is

400 mm? Please check this along with the attached document. Thank you.
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—Answer: The rule simply requires the components to be positioned 200 mm from the
center of the span. It doesn't specify if it's from the centerline or the very edge of the
component, so both diagrams are compliant. Just be aware that if you go with the left
diagram, any slight manufacturing or assembly error that shifts the cross beams outward

from the 200 mm mark might put you at risk of a penalty.
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Question 2 (Relevant only to the Corporate Division): In the corporate division rulebook,
Section 4.2.3 a) b) (Coefficient § ) mentions a "target deflection of 10 mm." Is it

possible that this is a typo and should be 5 mm?
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—Answer: We have intentionally set different target deflections for the corporate and
student divisions. We would appreciate it if you could manufacture the component with a

target deflection of 10 mm.
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Question 3: As the ASBC will be held at the same time and venue, we would like to ask if
there will be any English speakers among the participants, spectators, or guests? We would

appreciate it if you could let us know.
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—Answer: Yes, there will be English-speaking individuals present.
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Question 4: Regarding the presentation competition, the Event Guidelines states that "the
organizers will print the posters" and "there is no need to print and bring them yourself."
However, the Rulebook (for Corporate Division) states that "each team must bring a poster

of A0 size or smaller." Could you please clarify which instruction is correct?
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—Answer: Please follow the Event Guidelines. This instruction has been corrected in

Rulebook version 1.1.
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Question 5: The span between the abutments seems to be 4,600 mm. However, would it be
possible to build a 5,000 mm span bridge that goes over the abutments, as long as it touches

the required abutment zones and keeps the roadway clearance clear?
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—Answer: Yes, that is perfectly fine. It will not be a problem.
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Question 6: Regarding the abutments, if any displacement or misalignment occurs prior to

loading or during bridge installation, will participants be allowed to make adjustments?
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—Answer: Assuming this question is regarding the time right before the loading
competition, here is our answer: You are allowed to shift the entire bridge on the abutments
to adjust its position. However, the abutments themselves cannot be moved. Please also note

that taking off any parts for minor adjustments is strictly prohibited.
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Question 7 (Relevant only to the Corporate Division): The plan for this competition
involves erecting the bridge over a river. Will workers be permitted to enter the river area to

carry out assembly work?
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—Answer: Yes, it is allowed. Since the Corporate Division does not include an erection

competition, workers may enter the river area to assemble the bridge.
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Question 8 (Relevant only to the Corporate Division): Regarding the abutments, if any
displacement or misalignment occurs prior to loading or during bridge installation, will

participants be allowed to make adjustments?
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—Answer: As of June 25, the specific assembly locations for the corporate teams have not
yet been finalized in detail. We will make an official announcement as soon as the details are

confirmed.
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Question 9: The rulebook states, "During the erection stage, the bridge must be assembled
using only fasteners (bolts, nuts, and washers)."

Could you please clarify if this means any methods other than bolt fastening—such as
interlocking joints via compressive stress, tapered structures, sleeves, or cotter pins—are
prohibited? Or should this rule be interpreted as strictly prohibiting only on-site welding?
Additionally, we would appreciate it if you could let us know whether splice joints that
involve interlocking members without the use of bolts (as shown in the supplementary

reference material) are permissible.
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—Answer: As you noted, only simple bolt fastening is permitted on site assembly.
Furthermore, the method shown in the supplementary material—specifically, splice joints
where members are fitted together without using bolts—is strictly prohibited. All members

must be connected using bolts.
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Question 10: The rulebook states that members must not be threaded. Could you please
clarify if this restriction also applies to welding backup nuts (weld nuts) onto the members?
Furthermore, is our understanding correct that this rule is strictly intended to prohibit only

the tapping of holes?
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—Answer: According to Fastener Regulations, "bolts, nuts, and washers must not be fixed by
adhesion or welding."

Regarding welded backup nuts: This is not permitted when they function as fasteners.

Past exceptions: There have been cases where bolts were permanently welded to a member

(with no intention of removal). In those scenarios, they were treated as part of the member
itself, not as fasteners.

Regarding tapping: Your understanding is correct that the rule prohibits the tapping of

holes. For all member-to-member connections, you must strictly adhere to the guidelines

provided in previous answer.
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Question 11: There is a requirement specifying a minimum clearance of 350 mm. Could you
please clarify if this value is intended to include the deflection of the bridge after the loading
test? Additionally, if the clearance falls below 350 mm, we would appreciate it if you could

inform us whether this will result in disqualification or a deduction of points.
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—Answer: The clearance requirement does not include the deflection after the loading test.

If the clearance is less than 350 mm, the following penalties are stipulated.

6.3.2 Maintaining Under-Bridge Clearance (Including navigation channel clearance)
If the violation amount O<x<5(mm), +10 kgf

If the violation amount 5<x<10 (mm), +20 kgf

If the violation amount 10<x(mm), + Total dead weight of the bridge

(however, if the dead weight is less than 30 kg, it shall be taken as +30 kgf).
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Question 12: Regarding the materials permitted for use, could you please clarify if wire

(steel wire) is considered to be included under the category of "round steel bars" (round
bars)?
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—Answer: According to the regulations in Section 2.1.17, wire cannot be used as a

structural member.
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Question 13: Is it correct to assume that a joint structure made by inserting a smaller square
steel tube into a larger one and fastening them with a bolt splice does not violate Rule 2.2.27

We believe it is not a structure where members are easily expected to slip out, separate, or
fall oft.
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—Answer: Yes, your understanding is correct. We have had examples of this joint structure

in past competitions, and it is perfectly acceptable.
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Question 14: Regarding the fabrication of the bridge (prior to on-site erection), is it
permitted under the rules to use adhesives to manufacture individual members? Specifically,
we are considering a method where an adhesive is used to attach a cover plate

(reinforcement plate) to a member.
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—Answer: The use of adhesives is prohibited.
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Question 15: We are planning to place a QR code on our poster so that viewers can watch a
supplementary video during the presentation. Is it allowed to include a video for this

purpose?

—EE: EISWEEA.

—Answer: Yes, that is acceptable.
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