2026/6/25

Q&A (ver. 2026/6/25)
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Question 1: According to the rulebook, the cross beams supporting the floorboards must be
placed 200 mm away from the center of the span on each side. Does this mean the distance
between the inside faces of the beams is 400 mm, or the distance from center-to-center is

400 mm? Please check this along with the attached document. Thank you.
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—Answer: The rule simply requires the components to be positioned 200 mm from the
center of the span. It doesn't specify if it's from the centerline or the very edge of the
component, so both diagrams are compliant. Just be aware that if you go with the left
diagram, any slight manufacturing or assembly error that shifts the cross beams outward

from the 200 mm mark might put you at risk of a penalty.
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Question 2 (Relevant only to the Corporate Division): In the corporate division rulebook,
Section 4.2.3 a) b) (Coefficient § ) mentions a "target deflection of 10 mm." Is it

possible that this is a typo and should be 5 mm?
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—Answer: We have intentionally set different target deflections for the corporate and
student divisions. We would appreciate it if you could manufacture the component with a

target deflection of 10 mm.
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Question 3: As the ASBC will be held at the same time and venue, we would like to ask if
there will be any English speakers among the participants, spectators, or guests? We would

appreciate it if you could let us know.
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—Answer: Yes, there will be English-speaking individuals present.
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Question 4: Regarding the presentation competition, the Event Guidelines states that "the
organizers will print the posters" and "there is no need to print and bring them yourself."
However, the Rulebook (for Corporate Division) states that "each team must bring a poster

of AQ size or smaller." Could you please clarify which instruction is correct?
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— Answer: Please follow the Event Guidelines. This instruction has been corrected in

Rulebook version 1.1.
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Question 5: The span between the abutments seems to be 4,600 mm. However, would it be
possible to build a 5,000 mm span bridge that goes over the abutments, as long as it touches

the required abutment zones and keeps the roadway clearance clear?
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—Answer: Yes, that is perfectly fine. It will not be a problem.
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Question 6: Regarding the abutments, if any displacement or misalignment occurs prior to

loading or during bridge installation, will participants be allowed to make adjustments?
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—Answer: Assuming this question is regarding the time right before the loading
competition, here is our answer: You are allowed to shift the entire bridge on the abutments
to adjust its position. However, the abutments themselves cannot be moved. Please also note

that taking off any parts for minor adjustments is strictly prohibited.
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Question 7 (Relevant only to the Corporate Division): The plan for this competition
involves erecting the bridge over a river. Will workers be permitted to enter the river area to

carry out assembly work?

—E% R T, EREEA ST EHADTARETT.
—Answer: Yes, it is allowed. Since the Corporate Division does not include an erection

competition, workers may enter the river area to assemble the bridge.
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Question 8 (Relevant only to the Corporate Division): Regarding the abutments, if any
displacement or misalignment occurs prior to loading or during bridge installation, will

participants be allowed to make adjustments?
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—Answer: As of June 25, the specific assembly locations for the corporate teams have not
yet been finalized in detail. We will make an official announcement as soon as the details are

confirmed.
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Question 9: The rulebook states, "During the erection stage, the bridge must be assembled
using only fasteners (bolts, nuts, and washers)."

Could you please clarify if this means any methods other than bolt fastening—such as
interlocking joints via compressive stress, tapered structures, sleeves, or cotter pins—are
prohibited? Or should this rule be interpreted as strictly prohibiting only on-site welding?
Additionally, we would appreciate it if you could let us know whether splice joints that
involve interlocking members without the use of bolts (as shown in the supplementary

reference material) are permissible.
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—Answer: As you noted, only simple bolt fastening is permitted on site assembly.
Furthermore, the method shown in the supplementary material—specifically, splice joints
where members are fitted together without using bolts—is strictly prohibited. All members

must be connected using bolts.
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Question 10: The rulebook states that members must not be threaded. Could you please
clarify if this restriction also applies to welding backup nuts (weld nuts) onto the members?
Furthermore, is our understanding correct that this rule is strictly intended to prohibit only

the tapping of holes?
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—Answer: According to Fastener Regulations, "bolts, nuts, and washers must not be fixed by
adhesion or welding."

Regarding welded backup nuts: This is not permitted when they function as fasteners.

Past exceptions: There have been cases where bolts were permanently welded to a member

(with no intention of removal). In those scenarios, they were treated as part of the member
itself, not as fasteners.

Regarding tapping: Your understanding is correct that the rule prohibits the tapping of

holes. For all member-to-member connections, you must strictly adhere to the guidelines

provided in previous answer.
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Question 11: There is a requirement specifying a minimum clearance of 350 mm. Could you
please clarify if this value is intended to include the deflection of the bridge after the loading
test? Additionally, if the clearance falls below 350 mm, we would appreciate it if you could

inform us whether this will result in disqualification or a deduction of points.
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—Answer: The clearance requirement does not include the deflection after the loading test.

If the clearance is less than 350 mm, the following penalties are stipulated.

6.3.2 Maintaining Under-Bridge Clearance (Including navigation channel clearance)
If the violation amount O<x<5(mm), +10 kgf

If the violation amount 5<x<10 (mm), +20 kgf

If the violation amount 10<x(mm), + Total dead weight of the bridge

(however, if the dead weight is less than 30 kg, it shall be taken as +30 kgf).

11
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Question 12: Regarding the materials permitted for use, could you please clarify if wire

(steel wire) is considered to be included under the category of "round steel bars" (round
bars)?
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—Answer: According to the regulations in Section 2.1.17, wire cannot be used as a

structural member.
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Question 13: s it correct to assume that a joint structure made by inserting a smaller square
steel tube into a larger one and fastening them with a bolt splice does not violate Rule 2.2.27

We believe it is not a structure where members are easily expected to slip out, separate, or
fall off.
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—Answer: Yes, your understanding is correct. We have had examples of this joint structure

in past competitions, and it is perfectly acceptable.
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Question 14: Regarding the fabrication of the bridge (prior to on-site erection), is it
permitted under the rules to use adhesives to manufacture individual members? Specifically,
we are considering a method where an adhesive is used to attach a cover plate

(reinforcement plate) to a member.
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—Answer: The use of adhesives is prohibited.

14
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Question 15: We are planning to place a QR code on our poster so that viewers can watch a
supplementary video during the presentation. Is it allowed to include a video for this

purpose?

SHEZ :MESXWETA.

—Answer: Yes, that is acceptable.
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Question 16: Regarding Section 2.1.17(2) of the rulebook, which states, "Even if parts are
pre-welded or bolted together, they can be considered a single member if they fit inside this
box. However, these joints must not be loosened or detached during the competition," is the
following procedure permissible?

Can we pass the member inspection by folding two steel members connected by a single bolt
that is not fully tightened, fit them into the box, and then unfold them and fully tighten the
bolt during the build competition?

Please refer to the supplementary material for detailed schematic diagrams.
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—Answer: No, that isn’t acceptable.
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Question 17: I would like to clarify a point regarding the bridge installation procedure. If a
discrepancy in support height occurs during installation, is it permissible to adjust the

support height at the erection stage using filler plates or similar means?
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—Answer: Adjustments using bolt hole clearances or introducing multiple bolt holes in a
member to accommodate gaps have been allowed in the past, and these are permissible.

However, adjustments made by inserting filler plates are not allowed.

17
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Question 18 (Relevant only to the Corporate Division): I would like to request clarification
regarding Section 3.2.2(1) of the rules (Assembly Precautions), which states:" If members
or assembled sections attached to the bridge are unstable (cannot stand on their own),
workers must support them to prevent them from falling onto the riverbed or the ground
behind the abutments." How strictly is this requirement enforced? Specifically, is it
permissible to use a shipping container or similar object to support unstable members,
provided they do not touch the floor surface? Under the current wording, we need to
allocate a significant amount of time for erection simulation and practice depending on the

interpretation, so we would appreciate your confirmation on this matter.
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—Answer: Regarding corporate teams, as long as safety is ensured, strict enforcement of

rule violations during erection (assembly) will not be conducted.

18
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Question 19: "The rules state that 'a portion of the contact area between the abutment and
the bridge must be in contact with the designated area (p. 4).' May we interpret this to mean
that the supports are allowed to touch outside the designated area? On the other hand,
'contact between the bridge and any area outside the designated area on the abutment (p.

18)" is listed as a penalty."
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—Answer: The phrasing regarding penalties contains an error. This has been corrected in
Rulebook Ver. 1.2.

19
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Question 20: Is it permissible to manufacture a portion of the members using 3D printing?
The material assumed is pure iron, which complies with the rules by having a tensile

strength of less than 500N/mm?2.

—EE : [T Z R TEEM] THERED Y $EA, #MigkiE NG T3
—Answer: It is acceptable as long as it is a "ferromagnetic alloy steel.” Pure iron is not

permitted.

20
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Question 21: Section 2.1.17(2) states that 'even if parts are pre-welded or bolted together,
they can be considered a single member if they fit inside this box (p. 5).' May we interpret
this to mean that there is no upper limit on the number of members that can be joined

together?

—EE 3w, FRE ST E AL

—Answer: There is no limit.
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Question 22 (Relevant only to the Corporate Division): Section 3.2 refers to 'Bridge
Assembly Work at the Venue (p. 10).' May we interpret this to mean that pre-assembling the

bridge at another location and bringing it into the venue in an assembled state is prohibited?

—EE 3, RLOIEELATT ) a v BHICHAZTTHE £,
—Answer: Yes, that is correct. Assembly must be carried out on the day of the competition

at the designated area within the venue.

22
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Question 23: The rule states that 'the horizontal loading position shall be determined by the
judge (p. 11).' May we interpret this to mean that the load will be applied at the position

where the structure is most unstable?
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—Answer: Yes, that is correct. The load will be applied based on the judgment of the judge
on-site. We recommend designing and fabricating the bridge so that it remains stable

regardless of where the load is applied.
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Question 24: The rule states that 'bolts with a nominal length (not under-head length) of 75
mm or greater must not be used (p. 17).' May we interpret 'nominal length' to mean the

total length, including the bolt head?

—EE T, JIEfMOBEY, HAESDEEREICRY 9,

—Answer: Yes, as you pointed out, it refers to the total length including the bolt head.
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Question 25: The description regarding 'wire rope members' has been removed from last
year's rulebook. May we interpret this to mean that their use is prohibited in this year's

competition?

—[EIE AT,

—Answer: They cannot be used.
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Question 26: May we assume that the abutments are fixed to the floor?

—EE EL WAL TT,
—Answer: They are simply placed there. Not fixed.

26
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Question 27: s it permissible to roughen the contact surfaces of the support parts to ensure
an adequate coefficient of friction? (Note: This may potentially scratch the top surface of

the abutment.)
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—Answer: There is no problem with doing so. However, as we plan to continue using the
same abutments in future competitions, we kindly ask for your cooperation in taking

measures to prevent scratching the top surface of the abutments as much as possible.

27
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Question 28: [s it permissible to install bearings at the support parts?
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—Answer: There is no problem with doing so. However, please ensure that it complies with
the rule: "2.1.17 Members whose shapes or dimensions change even after the bridge is

completed must not be used." Please note that pivot bearings are NOT allowed.

28
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Question 29: Is it possible to align the stringer positions of the wooden deck with the cross-
beam positions (200 mm on both sides from the mid-span)?
If the deck is supported at positions different from the stringers, there is a concern that the

deflection of the deck itself during loading might affect the measurement results.
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—Answer: Attached is a photo showing the loading setup from last year. The top and

bottom surfaces of the deck consist of wooden boards with five stringers sandwiched

between them. We expect the loading setup for this year to be similar.
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Question 30: The submission deadline for the presentation competition poster (corporate)

is set for August 7th. May we interpret this to mean that no further poster revisions will be

allowed after this date?
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—Answer: Please submit it by August 7th. If you need to make any replacements, please

bring the printed poster with you on the day of the event.
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Question 31 (Relevant only to the Corporate Division): In the event guidelines schedule for
Tuesday, August 25th, the member dimension inspection is not listed. What time is it
scheduled to begin? (The rulebook states that it will be conducted immediately prior to

assembly.)

—EE Y HO@EERILIC XY £, FEFEMALTHERCERE, RETELITLRE
b\ij—o

—Answer: It will depend on the operational situation on the day of the event. We hope to

conduct the inspection for each company as soon as they finish their assembly preparation.

31


杉本　悠真
14時前に実施予定．ルール部会が何名かおりますので，検査に伺います．


2026/8/16

B 32 (B4 - EMIBFICEER) : 7L v OFEERERI A5 2

Question 32: The submission deadline for the presentation competition poster (corporate)
is set for August 7th. May we interpret this to mean that no further poster revisions will be

allowed after this date?
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—Answer: The poster session will last for one hour. There is no strictly allocated

presentation time for each speaker, so please use the session time to explain your work and

engage with visitors.
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Question 33: [ would like to ask a question regarding the presentation competition.
When displaying our poster, is it possible to set up a model next to the poster?
Also, if setting up a model is permitted, could you please inform us if there are any

restrictions on the size or number of models?
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—Answer: Using a model is completely fine, provided that it is small enough for the

presenter to hold while explaining. However, setups placed directly on the floor are not

permitted, as they may block or obstruct pedestrian traffic.
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Question 34: Do the presentation posters and research introduction posters need to be

created in English?
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HEE Wy,

—Answer: As the organizers, we leave the choice of language up to each team's discretion.

However, please keep in mind that votes for the presentation competition will be collected

from both domestic and international participating teams as well as faculty members.

34



2026/8/16

B 35 (%4 - SFEMEFTICBEE) « BT o MBI ATEED ?

Question 35: Is it possible to paint the components on-site?

—EE A ETOEM 2 %S 5 2 L IFFRETT. 2L, BRLABECTOBRKIIELL
LET. @523 R0 )yReffgclZ3wn,
—Answer: Painting components prior to assembly is permitted; however, painting after

installation is prohibited. Please take care not to soil the venue.
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Question 36: It is stated that no supports other than one's hands may be used for the section

being installed (p. 12, 3.2.6(7)), yet it also states that weights may be used as temporary

components for securing it (p. 5, 2.1.18). Which takes precedence?

—EE: VA Ty JNICEY ZFEHALCEEL T X oRdiz I wE+AD, <
VDX IREEIM A I N Z L EEELCWETTLEIDN?
TNECRTINCE X 2 2 L IZTEERADT, REBMERY FD XS T3 C
LIITEEEA. FEEIHMOE T L W EIR T, EERHOX X I FUMIEHCTE £
A,

—Answer: The rulebook does not explicitly state that weights may be used for securing the
structure; do you envision the use of temporary components, such as bents?

Since the structure cannot make contact with the riverbed or the river itself, temporary
components like bents cannot be used. Regarding the prevention of the erection section

from falling, no supports other than your hands are permitted.
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Question 37: For the presentation competition, will there be no questions during the actual

presentation? Does the poster presentation include an introduction to the laboratory?

—EE  FR X —RREIMEEBNZ2EDCTHOTOHEVEEA, EiicowTid, &M
R & VD b DERITTWE DI TRZAL, 2y ra vt zEloTw 3 SMED S
BERFE M 2 2 AT 3 T

—Answer: You are welcome to include an introduction to your laboratory in your poster
presentation. Regarding questions, there is no specific Q&A session; instead, questions will
be accepted on an ongoing basis from attendees circulating through the venue during the

session.
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Question 38: Based on the ASBC 2026 Rules, there is a background setting for the bridge
design. According to this background, is it required for the bridge story/inspiration to be

related to the surrounding scenery? Or it is just a requirement for the bridge structure?

—EE V- VORI NTERRE R, BOMENEFEZED 27200 XkE 25 b DT
To BOA L=V —CERZMLORB L BEM T2 L BEL L b 0D, LHDEE
TiEHY A, HRTHEINZBEDORAETIE, ZMRERZENE N ORI DR %
TEe—A$ 2701, HHGRECHOBEMZHEr - #IELTwES, &2k, 7LEV T
—va vBIUPERICHET 2BEESMEDOKFICL > TREIND 20, Fig 2> D Hn
) 7 Bl IR T ST E 2 A,

—Answer: The background setting provided in the rules serves as context for establishing
the structural requirements for the bridge.

While connecting the bridge's story and inspiration to the surrounding scenery is desirable,
it is not a mandatory requirement. In previous competitions held in Japan, participating
universities have freely created their bridge model designs to showcase their unique regional
characteristics.

Please note that both the presentation and aesthetics competitions are decided by the votes

of the participants, so there are no strict or absolute evaluation criteria.
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Question 39: Is it permissible to wear short sleeves while competing? (P3, 1.3.(1)) Does this

mean that clothing choices are unrestricted, provided safety requirements are met?

—EI% P EIRE T 2L, @WERY VI ROMHAESIEL HIR S v E T
HE VIO AEY) R L v — BRI L 7255 X FEEDOR, AAlE 3 Tnl
AR nETOT, THEIEI W

—Answer: Short-sleeved shirts are permitted; however, please note that the use of
sunglasses has been prohibited in the past. If the Rules Committee deems the attire

excessively inappropriate, it may be disallowed following a review.
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1. #1 FFZE (Ground Builders) 3. X7 —3 v /Y — FEH LU F = I3MK
(Riverbed) OV 7THNICEE 2RV, o720, BED WY, FCHumcftniz b F

52 EDBRDOLNE T,

2. FkIic, N—=I1E¥EE (Barge Builders) (X, {JIl= Y 7 (River area) WICHH £ 3[R
D, Bolh, BEOWY, FCKREMICMNEZY T2 LrRDLNE T D

Question 40: I would like to request clarification regarding the posture rules during the

assembly stage. Are builders allowed to sit, kneel, or touch the floor with their hands as long

as they remain strictly within their own designated working areas? Specifically:

1. Are Ground Builders allowed to sit, kneel, or touch the floor with their hands as long as

they are strictly inside the Staging Yard and/or Riverbed?

2. Similarly, are Barge Builders allowed to sit, kneel, or touch the floor with their hands as

long as they are strictly inside the River area?

—EE : EAX—=PBEET Y T ONMNT N Z MU 2 A 1F, IRICEE L T 2 BRERL
DIEICHE STl I NE T, LA oT, REOEMABIEETZ Y 7HICIE > T
IRy, ERGPHisEETY 7 OER B THMINCIZAE S L TR I T T,
FHEZVTHTIE, UToZ &AARETd, Bz o2&, KICFEDL T &,
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ZRO/ETI THICWS [F7 TV F - EAX—] & [A=Y - X~ ORIICHE
MEInf g,

—Answer: Whether a builder is inside or outside a designated area is determined based on
the part of the builder’s body that is in contact with the floor. Therefore, it is acceptable for
a builder’s upper body or arms to extend beyond the boundary of the designated area, as
long as the points of contact with the floor remain within the designated area.

Within their designated areas:

Builders may kneel.

Builders may place their hands on the floor.

For safety reasons, builders should not sit directly on the floor.

These rules apply to both Ground Builders and Barge Builders within their respective

designated areas.
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Question 41: A clarification is requested regarding the "vehicle traffic space" (Rule 2.1.8)
and the surface gradient rules (Rule 2.1.9) applied to the crossbeam alignment.

Attached to this email are two modeling configurations for reference:

1. Image 1 (Top Center Alignment): The top surface of the crossbeam is perfectly flat
and level with the longitudinal members.

2. Image 2 (Bottom Center Alignment): The members are aligned at the bottom,
making the top of the crossbeam stick out (protrude) slightly above the longitudinal
members.

The current bridge design intends to use the configuration shown in Image 2. Therefore, a
clear confirmation is needed regarding this rule. Specifically, if the required 650 mm x 300
mm vehicle clearance block can still pass through the space safely without touching the
protruding crossbeam, is the Image 2 configuration permitted without any dimension
penalties?

The written rules do not clearly forbid a small protrusion on the surface, as long as the 650
mm x 300 mm clear space is completely maintained. An official answer is highly appreciated

to ensure the design fully complies with the competition rules before the final assembly.

—[I%  FMEEERD > TH, HEETT A 4000x650x300mm A3FELR X LTV AL,
RN I PRy R P i

—Answer: It is acceptable for some bridge members to stick out above the surface, as long as
the required vehicle traffic space is fully maintained.

Therefore, the configuration shown in Image 2 is acceptable as long as the required vehicle

traffic space of 4,000 mm X 650 mm X 300 mm is maintained.

AR
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